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SUB J : US-JAPAN BILATERAL FISHERIES TALKS: JAPAN AGREES TO 
INCREASED PROTECTION FOR HALIBUT 

1. BILATERAL FISHERIES DISCUSSIONS COMMENCED NOVEMBER 25 BUT 
RECESSED FOR TWO DAYS TO RESOLVE EASTERN BERING SEA HALIBUT 
CONSERVATION ISSUE. REPRESENTATIVES OF US, JAPANESE AND CANADIAN 
GOVERNMENTS MET NOVEMBER 26-27 TO DISCUSS PROBLEM AND JAPAN 
AGREED TO INCREASE BY TIME AND SPACE, AREA CLOSED TO JAPANESE 
TRAWLING IN EASTERN BERING SEA IN ORDER TO REDUCE INCIDENTAL 
CATCH OF HALIBUT. IN SUBSTANCE, JAPAN AGREED TO EXTEND PERIOD OF 
CLOSURE BY 45 DAYS AND TO EXPAND CLOSED AREA BY ADDITIONAL 30 
MINUTES LATITUDE EAST OF 166 WEST LONGITUDE. 

2. PERIOD CLOSED TO JAPANESE TRAWLING UNDER THIS AGREEMENT 
EXTENDS FROM DECEMBER 1, 1974 TO MAY 15, 1975. FORMER CLOSED 
PERIOD WAS DECEMBER 1, 1974 TO MARCH 31, 1975. 

3. AREA CLOSED TO JAPANESE TRAWLING NOW INCLUDES THE 
FOLLOWING INTERNATIONAL NORTH PACIFIC FISHERIES COMMISSION 
AREAS: 
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A. AREA B 

B. AREA A, SOUTH OF 5530 N 

C. AREA E, SOUTH OF 5600N 

D. AREA E, BETWEEN 5600 N AND 5630 N, EAST OF 16600 W. 

4. IN ADDITION, IAPAN AGREED TO EXTEND PERIOD OF CLOSURE OF 

AREA FISHED BY NORTH AMERICAN HALIBUT FISHERMEN KNOWN AS MISTY 
MOON GROUNDS, LOCATED NORTHWEST OF PRIBILOF ISLANDS. REMOVAL 
OF THIS RESTRICTION IS INCONSEQUENTIAL, ACCORDING TO DELEGATION 
ADVISORS. 

5. IN EFFECT, EXTENSION OF CLOSED PERIOD DESCRIBED IN PARA 2 
DOUBLES PROTECTION PROVIDED TO HALIBUT AND ALSO PROVIDES MAJOR 
PROTECTION TO OPERATIONS OF US CRAB FISHERMEN. AT SAME TIME, IT 
GREATLY REDUCES INCIDENTAL CAPTURE OF CRABS BY JAPANESE TRAWLERS. 

6. BILATERAL FISHERIES DISCUSSIONS WILL RESUME NOVEMBER 28. 

HODGSON 
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